












As many of you already know, I’m retiring the end of this month 

after 47 years.   Everyone knows how helpful membership in this 

association is but I don’t think they realize how educational each 

of our email “surveys” and lunch meetings are in our development.  

When I first joined the ALA in the early 1990’s, I was overwhelmed 

with the responsibilities of my position and unsure where to go 

for help.  Responses to a question about office attire were just as 

numerous as those on how to get a cubicle neighbor to stop popping 

his gum.   Ah, the awkward situations, the unusual scenarios, the 

uncomfortable issues, all helped by the wonderful members of the 

ALASOFLA.   I wish for you all the rich blessings of health and happiness.  

--Cece Pelaez, retired Firm Administrator, formerly of Bast Amron, LLP

Recently, I submitted two of my poems and a short story for consideration to the Broward College 

Award Winning Literary Arts Magazine P’An Ku (yes, I am a part-time student there trying to finish my 

degree).  Hoping just one would be chosen, I was proud and honored that all three of my pieces were 

selected!  The featured photo is from a reception where I got to meet other applicants and the team 

that selected the pieces and put the magazine together.  I even got to read one of the poems and a 

snippet of the short story at the reception.   It was an amazing night!

--Judi Pawloski, CLM, Peterson Bernard

Cece Pelaez Retires

Vicki Smith-Bilt Completes First 
Triathlon

I participated in my first triathlon, Mack Cycle's TriMiami on Sunday, 

May 15. It was a sprint distance triathlon, consisting of a .25-mile 

swim, a 10-mile bike, and a 5k (3.1-mile) run. I was amazed and 

gratified to place third in my age group!

--Vicki Smith-Bilt, SPHR, CLM, Business Director, Greenberg Traurig

Paper
By Judith Hart

I am born of wood, pulp, cotton, water.
Empty, I anxiously await, upon me. Write.

Blank, lined, red, papyrus, yellowed, crisp white.
We the People, In God We Trust, We share these truths. Write.

I extend my hand. I am all you make of me. Write.
I smell of fragrant spring flowers, peal like clanging bells. 

Eggs, milk, butter, cheese, don’t forget the laundry, please.
Doyle’s Holmes, Christie’s Poirot, Pound’s toilet paper. Write.

I grow to be your diploma, marriage certificate, divorce decree, Will.
Dear Diary, Gone With the Wind, Happy Mother’s Day, Mommy.

Blank blank blank blank blank blank blank blank. Write.
Your thoughts are gone. Nothing. Empty. Write!

I die to ease your sorrowful heart, tell me your untold story. Write.
Without you, I am nothing. Lifeless. Meaningless. Empty. Right?

Scribble upon me, fast, hurry before the thought is gone.
Bare your soul, fill my soul, share tears, fears. Write.

Judi Pawloski Published in Broward 
College Literary Arts Magazine
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SOUTH FLORIDA CHAPTER, ALA  
2016-2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
PRESIDENT 
Marie E. Colón, Littler .............................................................................     305-400-7555
 
PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Michelle Casares, Litcher Law Firm ....................................................       305-933-9970 
 
VICE PRESIDENT - MEMBERSHIP  
Kristine Blanco, Gordon & Rees, LLP ..................................................      305-428-5300  

SECRETARY 
Adilen Montes, Levine Kellogg Lehman Schneider & Grossman...	 305-403-8788
TREASURER 
Carole Sheets, Murray, Morin & Herman, P.A. ..................................	 305-441-1180 

DIRECTORS 
Vicki Smith-Bilt, SPHR, CLM, Greenberg Traurig....................................	305-579-0765 
Judi Pawloski, CLM, Peterson Bernard.................................................	 954-763-3200

 
COMMITTEES:
AWARDS
Judi Pawloski, CLM
Peterson Bernard 

BUSINESS PARTNER RELATIONS
Sandra Boriello
Arnstein & Lehr, LLP

COMMUNITY SERVICE/CHARITY
Blanca Aguilera
Rumberger Kirk & Caldwell

CERTIFIED LEGAL MANAGER (CLM)
Lisa Dasher, CPA, CLM 
Wicker, Smith, O’Hara, McCoy & Ford

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION
Paula J. Lawson, CLM 
Genovese, Joblove & Battista, P.A.
EDUCATION/PROGRAMS
Millie Matias
Greenberg Traurig
 
LEGAL COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
Victoria Allen, CLM
Rogers, Morris & Ziegler, LLP

MARKETING 
Lourdes Sanders
Broad and Cassel 

Nilka Gomez
Haber Slade, P.A.

NEWSLETTER 
Lilly Torres 
Pathman & Lewis, LLP

PLACEMENT-ADMINISTRATORS
Vicki Smith-Bilt, CLM 
 Greenberg Traurig

REGIONAL COUNCIL
Judi Pawloski, CLM
Peterson Bernard 
 
Vicki Smith-Bilt, CLM
Greenberg Traurig

SCHOLARSHIP
Arlene Drexler 
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan, LLP 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Edgard Delgado 
Bercow Radell & Fernandez

Gary Smith 
Richard & Richard, P.A.

WEBINARS 
Miami:  Vicki Smith-Bilt, CLM
Greenberg Traurig

Coral Gables:  Sonia Hernandez
Daniels Kashtan

Coral Gables:  Edna Barbosa
Kozyak Tropin Throckmorton

Coral Gables:  Peggy Jimenez
Richman Greer

WEBSITE 
Victoria Allen, CLM
Rogers, Morris & Ziegler, LLP

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday, July 19, 2016 
Webinar:  Budgeting 
Between Settlements 
3:00-4:00 PM 
Two locations:  Richman 
Greer or Greenberg Traurig

Wed., July 20, 2016 
Webinar:  Creating 
Proactive Leadership 
3:00-4:00 PM 
Two locations:  Richman 
Greer or Greenberg Traurig 

Thursday, July 28, 2016 
Happy Hour - Broward 
5:30 - 7:30 PM 
Grille 401 
Ft. Lauderdale 

Wed., August 10, 2016 
Miami Dade Monthly 
Lunch Meeting 
11:45 - 1:30 PM 
Hyatt Regency, 
Downtown Miami

Thurs., August 11, 2016 
Broward Monthly Lunch 
Meeting  
11:45 - 1:30 PM 
The Tower Club 

Sat., August 13, 2016 
Family Fun Event 
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
Splitsville, The Shops at 
Sunset Place 
A Member and up to 
3 guests are free!

Thurs., Sept. 1,, 2016 
CLM Fall Application 
Deadline

Thurs., Sept. 15, 2016 
Business Partner 
Appreciation Luncheon 
11:45 AM - 1:30 PM 
Tower Club, 
Fort Lauderdale
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